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is no country in the world which is purely socialist.
Without the means described above the existence of
such a society is impossible.

Harijan,  13-7->47

CHAPTER  VI

INDIA AND COMMUNISM

I must confess that I have not yet been able to
fully understand the meaning of Bolshevism. All that I
know is that it aims at the abolition of the institution
of private property. This is only an application of the
ethical ideal of non-possession in the realm of economics
and if the people adopted this ideal of their own accord
or could be made to accept it by means of  peaceful
persuasion, there would be nothing like it.   But  from
what I know of Bolshevism it not only does not pre-
clude the use of force, but freely sanctions it for the
expropriation of private property and maintaining the
collective State ownership of the same. And if that is
so, I have no hesitation in saying that the Bolshevik
regime in its present form cannot last for long. For it is
my firm conviction that nothing enduring can be built
on violence. But, be that as it may, there is no question-
ing the fact that the Bholshevik ideal has behind it the
purest sacrifice of countless men and women who have
given up  their  all for its  sake,   and  an ideal that is
sanctioned by the sacrifices  of such  master   spirits   as
Lenin cannot go in vain; the noble example of their
renunciation will be emblazoned for ever and quicken
and purify the ideal as time passes.
Toung India, 15-ll-'28